o )!‘iﬁﬁf‘ . L

PHOTOGRAPHS
WRITT”N HISTOHICAL AND DEBCRIPTIVE DATA
Distriect of Arkanssas

Historilc American Bulldings Survey
H. Ray Burks, District Officer
702 Wallace Bldg. .
Little Tlock, Arkanssas.




H.A.B.S. ARK- 15‘ ’

Page No. 1., . -

LE M

THE McHENRY HOUSE (Residence)

Highway 70, 10 Mi. West Little Rock, Pulaski County,
Arkansas,

OWNER Mr, J. L. Murphy.
DATE OF ERECTION: 13836.

ARCHITECT: Gldeon Shyrock.
PRESENT CONDITION: Since the delineation of these

drawings, the McHenry House has been purchased by Mr.

Je L. Murphy. At present he is restoring and repairing
this structure as nearly according to the original house
23 history indicates.

NOMBER OF STORIES AT PRESENT: One and one-half,

MATER TALS OF CONSTRUCTIONG: Brick wall on rock footings,'

whole oak logs for sills.and joists, 12" or more in dia-
meter, placed 2!'-0" o, ¢., floored with 2" thick by
random width cypress boards.

Exterior walls are solid bfick. Interior walls are
wood stud. All walls are Smooth plastered with a wavey
finish,

Staircase is solid walnut.

Roof 18 hand split cypress shingles, _

The original front porch is ﬁissing, the present

_porch haﬁing_twice the floor ares. There 1s no trace of

' the original front porch detail.
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The Milk house and Kitchen extenslions corrsspond in

cons tmct ion.

Information assimileted by Guy W. Swaim, District
Oofficer, from Mr. J. L. Murph&, present owner, and
Miss Bernie Babcock, Supervigor of the, Federal Historle
Records Survey of Arkansaa,

ADDITIONAL DATA: This house was designed by Gideon

Shyrock, architect for the old Arkansas State Capitol,
It was constructed by Thomas Thorne who started the
congtruction of the old State Capitol. |

The original owner was the son of Archibald McHenry,."
oﬁe of the earliest settlers of Pulaskl County. Sold to
Semuel C. Neel in 1881, In October 1882 was- sold to .
Nannie Neel. Was in the Neel family wntil August 1936
when sold to J. L. Murphy, present owner,

This is believed to be the first brick residence
built in the State of Arkansas. Was used for a Stage
Coach stop during Civil War, '

David 0. Dodd, Confederate spy was captured several
hundred yards from the house by Federals and held prisoner__

there until removed to Little Rock by stags coach. -
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“'The house in which David O. Dodd,
ohe of “‘Arkansas’s Civil war heroes, was
‘held for a night by Union soldiers after
he was captured as & spy has been
bought by J. L. Murphy, regional cus-
todiah of corporations for the Resettle-
ment Administration, and is being re-
stored to. its otiginal design in every
possible detail,

Built in 1836 by a son of Archabald
McHenry, one of the early settlers of
Pulaski county, it is stil! known as “the
MeHenry place,” and is situaied about
10 ‘miles out on the Hot Springs high-
way, a Military road when the house
was buift.

Samuel €, Neel bought the house in
1881, and sold it a few months later.
In - October, 1832, Nannle Neel pur-
chased it and it has been in possession

*1of the Neel family ever since, until last

June, when Miss Kthel Neel, a teacher
in the David ©. Dodd school, sold 1 to
the Murphys, -
- The American Historfcal Society had
blueprints- made of the house several
years ago, as oite of America’s most im-
poriant bulldings, historicatly, -
Possibly the flrst brick house ever
bullt in-Arkansas—out of bricks made
on the place and lumber shipped by
boat from Cincinnati or Louisyille and
hewr by hand—very liftle .repair work
has been. needed o Keep the place mn
perfect condition, The walls,. floorg,
chimneys, mantels, doors, window fac-
‘ings and even. some of the window

‘panes of the original house are In prac-
- tically as goed condition as they were
when the house was bhuilt.

. The brick walls sre 12 inches.thick
and the. iolsts under the bottom floor
boards are whole cak logs, each some

12 inches in diameter and placed about:
two feet apart. The. floor boards them-

selves are. two inches thick and six
inches wide, Al 6f the wood used In
the house iz eihhe; cypress, walnut or
oak,

Bncks used in the répair work igre
‘from the ruins of the old Merchants
hotel, recentiy destroyed by fire, which
was built by a prother-in-law. of the
original owner of the MciHenry house.
The brother-in-law was Jacob Relder,
who owned the éntire block in which

~the hotel was situated, He wag the

father of ‘Mrs. Robert Newton and Mrs.
i Thomas Newton,

One of the many interesting {eatures
of the house-ig the front entrance, a
paneled double door, flanked by insert-
ed shutters as tall as the doorway. Thig
type of entrance; with its huge lock

lamci the brass key that fits i4, is a
much-prized feature of colonlal archi-
tecture, but is almost extinct today. The
Jock on these doors is tntact and Mrs.

posed.

Mutphy is the proud own_e'r of the origl-
nal key, fully six inches long

The doofrs open into a spacious hall,
at the far end of which there is a wide
solid walnut staircase, also paneled, The
handrail is said to be one of the few
perfectly rourid ones in existence, and
is identical with the one in the house
at Bardstown, Ky, in which the song
“My Old Eentucky Home" was com-

The kiichen Is separate from the rest
of the house, as was fhe custom with
houses bunik before the Civil war, and
there is a deep brick fireplace -in each
end of it, where the cooking was done
when the cooks were Negro staves. A~
deep cellar under the kitchen served
a3 a place of refuge for occupdnts of
the house during the ‘War Befween the
Slates, )

An old "milk house” is still standing:
also, and it too 4s in excellent condi- |
tion. “Froughs along the sides of the}
brick floor were kept. filled with wateri

l

piped from a deep well close beside the
houge and the milk buckeis were set I
thém. This was the only way early. 0c- |
cupants of the house had of keeping
the mllk cool: A smoke house, also buiit
st the time the bouse was built, 1s still |
intact, too. !

The house ~was designed and the
building. of it supervised by Thomas
Thorry of - Allenton, N.. J.,. alse the,
irchitect ‘Tor the. ol state LSpROI His
slster mavried o son of “Archibald Me-
Heniy. The instaliation of modern con-
veniences, such as. plumbing, closet
space and electric lights, has been plan--
ned so cleverly by Milton King, the
architect who is personally supervising
the work, in collaboration with Mr. and
Mis. Murphy, that they detiact little
from the nolomaj atmosphere of the.
place,

Bosides “the McHenry house,” (¢ has
been also called “the stagecoach house”
because travelers. from. Little Rock
changed horses there, the "Ten-mile
house” because of its distance Irom Lit-
tle Rock, and “the David O Dodd
house.”” .

The Murphys plan to muve in about
the second week of October, when work
on the house will be completed,

Archibald. McHenry was the father
of the first .white child born in Little
Rock—a. daughter, Amanda, who was
horn January 20, 1820, while Mr. and
Mrs, McHenry. were camping in a fent.
at whaiz ig now Markham and Com-
merce streets. He came to this sbate in
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1818 from Nashville, Tenn., and buill
a large one-story log lhouse, which:
burned later, on the site of fhe Me-
Henry house. Descendants of Mr, Mc-
Hemry live at Conway. :
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